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Resclie groups see surge in ahanduned animals

Homes, hope for horses
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Ande Miller of Hope in the Yalley Equine Fescue and Senchuary works with 8 colt Hope In the 'I.|'-EII|E5|' has Seen 8n increase in the
number of horges If kes in; Miller cites the economy as a factor. "Thelr owners can't or des't want o lake care of them,” she said,

ope ran out earlier dis weck for
Emmeitt, the skinny 7-month-old
ool bern with crooked legs.
He was in pain, 8 weteTinarian
determined, and was euthanized.
But there iz s6ll a future for
Hadley and Lady, two draft horses in need
of a b, And Jackson and Nala, both
quarter haorses, brake oo ride.

These five horses are part of a growing
tremel, shelier operators say. More horses
are being abandoned for a vecdcty of rea-
zong, ncluding che poor economy.

*Their owners can't

or chan't waine to take m EDM
L]

Calre ol rHem |.||1|.| turn
them looge," said Viaw 5 video ebaus

Ande Miller, president  paow Hopa in the
aiwl 'I'nur-dl-.r -:_:-'f the

Yellay Ecuing
IL:IL.]T;LHI .Igr::g‘:ﬁ.- Rescue and Two horses recover from malnourishment at Hope in the Valley, Rescue groups take In
' L X : Sanchuary plans abandoned and neglected horses, then try to find adoptive hames for them.

Sanciuary, near oLl o cang for Fie

Morth and Broadwiay, regectad horses.
“Animal gontrol

pleka ehes wp and Hm‘- tﬂ! et
brtngs them 1o us. We are gatting maore : HEI.F Hmi mmm

atarved and neglected animals.” 't :
Reseue groups like Miller's take in 1le B To hels Hope in &var qu..-lr'nEl F! &'1I:| EEJ'IE;E iy, el 318-519-4190, vist
ey, i psint hevaleyecunereecueany or wiite to Hopa inthe Valey Equire Resouas and

haorses, then v oo And adopabee hames for
then. Bur the rising eoss of grain and hay

— gnd a decreage 1 donations — s making Em-ll “&”ﬁﬁfﬁfﬂﬁmwl Waley Genter, K5 B7147. The group needs manay and sguan:

it more difficulr, she said.

The 3-year-old shelter normally cares
for 10to 15 abandoned hordas at a time,
Miller said. In recent months, that numbar

u T|:- heb:u Rainbow Meadorws Enq.lha Reecue and Retirament, call G20-728-340%, wai
sy ranbowersad cweranc R o ar wins o Rainbow ot 1849 Deiton. Secan, K5 87361,
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1::1-'-: _|L'|E|1[!Ed by 25 16 30 animals.

Lome harees ave ar the shelter
for wears; some are there less
than a ronth hefore being
adopred.,

Ernmett arrived at the rasouwe
sanciuary after Sedowick
Ciounty animal eomtrol afficers
salmed him and other horses
that had been found withooe
Fraond o wareT.

The eounty can s2ize horsas
o wioek with cavmeers to bring
the animals up to kealth stan-
dards.

Mot just the econcmy

Because of the holiday, coun-
oy officials could not provide
exett numbers of abandoned
horses this week, But they saxid
a number of factors play inm an
increase in the |1||r|1|l:rP|‘ al hors-
e that pead atention,

“The economy enters g i
B it i= juse one of e Bques
sald Glen Wilisa, direcior of
Sedgwlck County's ende
enfarcement, which supenises
the andmal conmol depamment.

Your alder horaes require
higher-priced feed to maincein
the race of health. They require
more care. People want them
but sometimes torget they
have to bawve all the speaal
e,

Kiren Everhart, exeoutive
dhirector and co-founder of

“Your older horsas
require higher-priced
feed to maintain the
rate of health. They
require more care.
People want them but
sometimes forget they
have to have all the
special care.”
Glen Wilse
director of Sedgwick
Courty's code
enforcement

Rainbow Meadows Bquine
Ranch and Betirement near
Sedan, said resoue groups ane
meore visible now,

Becaase of television shows
om the Animal Planer calle
channel, 1here is greacer
awareneas and willing ness by
the public o repor animal
abuse, she said.

Recant leglalation at loeal,
stare and federal levels has
albowed auchorities w sep in
snaner than before, Everhart
=aid.

Hard decisions

Wichita vetarinarian JTason
Kisar is nften consulted by
Miller's pescue group,

“We notice thase horses
aren’t having the care they
nezd.” said Kizser, of Equine
Surmery & Medicine, “With the
eoonomy fe way icis, poople
are having trouble making
ends meet. They are not able
to take care of the horses like
theyr weould want.”

For some, &8 in the case of
Emmeett, hard derisions are
made.

"It's ot that there is no more
hope, but this is nutdzlﬁm::nm-r
il animal for anybody o wse,"
Kistr said, “He vmul&h.u'l:
|:||.1 n athle o -:.-:mnmu:' Living

ul: o are stuck paving for

e el care,

'H.'!. weatti 5ome, He hind pein in
his back Jegs, Thess are
unvwamad animals and some-
thing has o happen rather
than 1et them swane to death.”

Animal conimol officers regu-
Larly bring horses oo Miller's
hires reacue group near Valley
Center,

"The ones we got in due lest
mmianth were sterving,” Miller
seid. “Seme have bad teetdh,
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Cthers are needing a really
zond koot orimming and
densnrmed.”

It cos1s iypically betweeen
51,500 and 52,500 a vear o
mainain & horse, not incled-
ing veterinary costs, Miller
said. Depending on the horsa,
it may cost between $200 m
5500 to edopt a horse from her

P

In the meantime, it costs to
keep them alive,

"We rely mostly on dona-
doms and my paycheck,” said
BEller, weie veorles full time 85 8
ourse at Weesley Medical
Center, "The donations are
dovwe to trickles.”

Reach Becoy Tanner
at 31 E-2E3-6336 or
bianmenZwicnRasagie.com.




